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INTRODUCTION

Call to Worship
Praise the Christ-child, the new born Prince of Peace!

All We have been redeemed. We are no longer afraid.

Praise to the God who has come to us in the flesh!
All We are being created. We are no longer afraid.

Praise to the Spirit who calls us together to serve!
All We will be sustained. We are no longer afraid.

God of our Christmas joy, break forth, and illumine our way to the paths you 
would have us tread, in the name of the Christ-child, Emmanuel.

All Come let us worship. Amen.

Song: The Carol of the Bells
Call to Confession

As we move into this New Year, and leave what is behind,
Let us come to God with penitent hearts and confess the ways we have 
fallen short of God’s commandments.

All Giver of every Mercy, you call us to clothe ourselves with compassion,  
 kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
	 However,	we	often	clothe	ourselves	with	different	attire,
 apathy, hatred, arrogance, and brashness.
 Help us to bear with one another and forgive each other
 even as we ask forgiveness from you.
 Help us to don the clothing of love, 
 which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
 This we pray in the name of your Child, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen.

Absolution
Friends in Christ,
hear now the good news of the Gospel:
through the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.

All  Alleluia! Amen.
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Prayer for the Illumination of Gods’ Word 
Holy God, as did the people in the Temple long ago, may we be open to 
listen to the wisdom of the Christ-child, through the reading of your holy 
word. 

All Amen.

The New Testament Reading
 Romans 8 27-29 

And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn within a large family.
This is the word of the Lord

AllT hanks be to God 

Song: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Meditation
Song: O little one sweet
Intercessions

Let us pray to God, saying:
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

As we meet in the first days of 2020 
hear us as we pray in your name
for those concerns on our hearts this day.
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

We pray for those who are traveling to visit their families during this 
Christmas break.
Keep safe those who travel on the roads and in the air.
Give the students and school workers among us 
the rest they need before they begin a new term next week.
Be with those who are journeying through the holidays for the first time
without a loved one who was lost this past year.
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 
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As we turn to a new year,
we pray that our nation might learn from the violence and division
we’ve experienced far too often in the year past.
May 2020 be a year of kindness, compassion, and, above all, justice.
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

We pray for the politicians who have been elected and will start their terms 
in the New year.
May they conduct their work with humility, honour, decency, and 
righteousness.
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

We pray for this congregation, 
Help us as we begin a new year.
Lead us onward with intelligence, imagination, enthusiasm, love.
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

We pray for those on our hearts this day
whom we lift up to you in silence…
Gracious God, 

All bind us together in perfect harmony. 

Hear us now Mighty Counsellor,
as we pray the prayer you taught us, saying:

All The Lords’ Prayer
 Our Father, who art in heaven,
 Hallowed be thy name;
 Thy kingdom come;
 Thy will be done;
 On earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
 As we forgive those who trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation;
 But deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom,
 The power and the glory,
 For ever and ever.
 Amen.

Song: Love came down at Christmas
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Closing prayers
Gracious God pour your transforming love into our lives

All And remind us again of the opportunities we are given to take the good  
 news of the Saviour to others. 

Help us to find joy in serving you in all that we do.
All May your Kingdom come on Earth and your great name be praised.

Blessing
The light of the star and the light of Gods’ love shines before you.
Go in peace, Go in joy and keep your trust in Him
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit be with 
you all and all those you love, this Christmas tide and forever more. 

Song: Do you hear what I hear?


